OVERCOME CHALLENGES WITH
READING ROCK SOLUTIONS
Provide a legacy and improve the academic culture is what
the New Jersey Schools Development Authority envisioned
when they chose Phillipsburg as the location for a new school
campus. The campus improves the community and empowers
students as they prepared academically for their future.

The challenge
The motto for Phillipsburg High School is; Prepared, Self-Confident, Distinguished.
It was mandatory that those same characteristics be prevalent in their new
330,000 square foot building to support grades 9-12. The school is located on a
geophysical fault line between limestone and bedrock. The structure was situated
on the highest and most stable portion of the site. A mixed texture and design
was needed on the exterior palette to reflect the same stability and texture as the
rock foundation below its walls. This new building needed to provide an enjoyable
environment for all who daily walked its halls.

The solution

“

The variety of sizes, textures and colors available in
masonry were a tremendous asset in designing the façade
and taking a building with a sprawling footprint and large
volumes and breaking it down to a human scale. We also

”

use masonry on many of our projects due to its longevity
and limited maintenance.

- Jeff Venezia, DIGroup Architecture, LLC

Caliza Stone Series was chosen for the building façade due to its aesthetics and
durability, durability that provides a benefit of reducing long-term maintenance.
A dark monotone color in both smooth and split textured finishes was selected
to represent the rock on which the building sits. This pattern of smooth and
texture forms the base of the academic wings, rises up on the stair towers and
accents other areas to assist in breaking up the mass of the building. The Caliza
Stone units provided a stable base for both the structure and the aesthetic design
of the campus.

The results
Students, faculty and administrative staff occupied their new school in September
of 2016. This new building, with its organized and distinctive design, promotes
pride in their environment and provides students with the atmosphere to grow
in creativity and academics. Sitting atop a high elevation, with fantastic views of
the surrounding community, the building’s design joins with nature in providing a
visually enjoyable experience while on the campus.
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ARCHITECTURAL STONE SOLUTIONS
FROM READING ROCK

Your challenge. Our solution.
Since 1947, Reading Rock has had a passion for manufacturing quality masonry products
and is currently one of the country’s largest cast stone producers. RockCast is a groundbreaking cast stone masonry product offering great versatility in application for use with
exterior or interior masonry walls, as a veneer, or as architectural features, trim, or facing for
buildings. With a classic look and texture, RockCast offers the structural integrity of natural
limestone, sandstone, and granite and can withstand extreme weather conditions.
The RockCast Architectural Masonry Veneer Series is a superior-quality, highly durable cast
stone product that can be used at grade for the best performance. The product exceeds
ASTM test specification C90 and was the first cast stone product to be manufactured on a
machine.
This exceptional product is simple to install using standard masonry practices. Produced
with an integral water repellent (IWR), the Architectural Masonry Veneer Series requires
little maintenance and is easy to clean.
w Design options
w Ready, Flex, Plus, Merit & Quick Ship
w Backed by experience
w NPCA Plant Certification
w Cast Stone Institute
w Lifetime Warranty

Learn more. Ask an associate how Reading Rock can help you overcome a challenge with
one of our Architectural Stone Solutions. Contact us at 800.482.6466 or online at
www.readingrock.com to request additional information.

www.readingrock.com

